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Adult. Photo: Rick and Nora Bowers/Alamy

Chimney Swift
Chaetura pelagica

Conservation
status

Probably increased greatly in numbers after adapting to nesting in chimneys, much more
readily available than hollow trees. In recent decades it has declined in some areas, but still
widespread and common.

Family Swifts

Habitat Open sky, especially over cities and towns. Forages in the sky over any kind of terrain,
wherever there are flying insects. Now most common over towns and cities; within its
range, few forests remain with hollow trees large enough to serve as nest sites.

The only swift occurring regularly in the east. It once nested in hollow trees, but
today it nearly always nests in chimneys or other structures. Because the bird can be
easily captured and banded in such situations, it has been studied much more
thoroughly than other North American swifts. In late summer, hundreds or even
thousands of individuals may roost in one large chimney, gathering in spectacular
flocks overhead near dusk.

The only swift occurring regularly in the east. It once nested in hollow trees, but
today it nearly always nests in chimneys or other structures. Because the bird can be
easily captured and banded in such situations, it has been studied much more
thoroughly than other North American swifts. In late summer, hundreds or even
thousands of individuals may roost in one large chimney, gathering in spectacular
flocks overhead near dusk.
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Photo Gallery

Illustration © David Allen Sibley.

Learn more about these drawings.

Text © Kenn Kaufman, adapted from
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Feeding Behavior

Forages only while flying, pursuing insects and scooping them out of the air. Often flies high but will forage
very low during wet weather. Typically seen foraging in small flocks.

Eggs

4-5, sometimes 3-6. White. Incubation is by both parents, 19-21 days. Young: Both parents feed young, by
regurgitating insects. Young may climb out of nest after about 20 days, creeping up vertical walls. Age of young
at first flight about 28-30 days.

Young

Both parents feed young, by regurgitating insects. Young may climb out of nest after about 20 days, creeping
up vertical walls. Age of young at first flight about 28-30 days.
Diet

Flying insects. Feeds on a wide variety of insects, including beetles, flies, true bugs, and moths; also spiders.
Will concentrate at times on swarming insects, such as emergences of winged adult ants.

Nesting

Courtship involves aerial displays; in one display, two birds fly close together, one following the other, both
gliding with wings held up in V. Breeding pair is often assisted by an extra adult "helper." Nest site is inside a
chimney or similar hollow tower, usually well down from opening, in a well-shaded area. Originally nested
(and sometimes still does) inside large hollow trees. Nest (built by both sexes) is shaped like half a saucer,
made of twigs glued together with the birds' saliva. Adults break off short dead twigs while zooming past in
flight.
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Migration

Migrates in flocks, apparently by day. A long-distance migrant, wintering in eastern Peru and perhaps
elsewhere in the Amazon Basin of South America.
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All Seasons - Common

All Seasons - Uncommon

Breeding - Common

Breeding - Uncommon

Winter - Common

Winter - Uncommon

Migration - Common

Migration - Uncommon

See a fully interactive migration map for this species on the Bird Migration Explorer.

Learn more

Songs and Calls

Loud, chattering twitters.

chittering
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How Climate Change Will Reshape the
Range of the Chimney Swift
Audubon’s scientists have used 140 million bird observations and sophisticated
climate models to project how climate change will affect this bird’s range in the future.

Zoom in to see how this species’s current range will shift, expand, and contract under
increased global temperatures.

Audio © Lang Elliott, Bob McGuire, Kevin Colver, Martyn Stewart and others.

LLeeaarrnn  mmoorree  aabboouutt  tthhiiss  ssoouunndd  ccoolllleeccttiioonn.

huge flock at chimney roost
courtship flight calls

Warming scenario:

+3.0 ℃

Why these temperatures?

Season:

Summer

What is a season?

Overall species

vulnerability status:

Stable

18% range gained

Map Legend What's a range?

Range gained

Improving
Slightly improving
Stable
Slightly worsening
Worsening

Range lost

Range
maintained
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J Climate Threats Near You or

Climate Threats Facing The Chimney Swift
Choose a temperature scenario below to see which threats will affect this species as
warming increases. The same climate change-driven threats that put birds at risk will
affect other wildlife and people, too.

Warming scenario: Season:

Summer

What is a season?

State Search

+3.0 ℃

Why these temperatures?

97% range maintained

3% range lost
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Spring Heat Waves

Spring heat waves endanger young birds in the nest.

Urbanization

Cities demolish bird habitat, and are often located in the places birds need.

More NewsChimney Swift In the News
More News

How Bird Researchers Are Tracking the Impacts of Intensifying Hurricane
Seasons
As climate change fuels stronger storms, scientists are using emerging technology and crowdsourcing data to
understand their avian toll.

News
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As Hurricanes Increase in Intensity, How Will Birds Respond?
Hurricanes don't affect all birds in the same way, but a changing climate that makes storms more intense pose
serious threats

Climate
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More Conservation Projects

Self-Isolation Is Turning Children Into Budding Birders
During the coronavirus crisis, families are discovering their avian neighbors and nurturing the next
generation of nature lovers.

COVID-19

Chimney Swift Across Audubon
More Conservation Projects
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Avian Architecture

Purpose-built structures such as nest boxes, burrows, platforms, or roosting towers can help bird populations
rebound

Explore Similar Birds
The Bird Guide  | Adopt a Bird

Black Swift
Latin:  Cypseloides niger

Vaux's Swift
Latin:  Chaetura vauxi

White-throated Swift
Latin:  Aeronautes saxatalis
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These birds need your help

Get Audubon in Your Inbox
Let us send you the latest in bird and conservation news. 

 

Email address

Sign Up
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Find Audubon Near You
Visit your local Audubon center, join a chapter, or help save birds with your state program.

Explore the Network
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Become an Audubon Member
Membership benefits include one year of AAuudduubboonn  magazine and the latest on birds and their habitats.
Your support helps secure a future for birds at risk.

Join Today
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National Audubon Society

Audubon protects birds and the places they need, today and tomorrow.
Home

News

Spread the word. It’s the least you can do.
c b

Stay abreast of Audubon
Our email newsletter shares the latest programs and initiatives.
Email address

Sign Up
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